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Extension of Pineapple Production According to Good Agricultural Practices of Pineapple Farmers

in Cha-am District, Phetchaburi Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) general conditions and pineapple production conditions
of farmers 2) the comparison between the importance and practices according to Good Agricultural Practice
3) problems and suggestions regarding Good Agricultural Practices 4) the comparison between the receiving and
needs for the extension on Good Agricultural Practices and 5) the analysis of the extension guidelines on Good
Agricultural Practices. The population of this study was 276 pineapple production farmers in the area of Cha Am
district, Phetchaburi province. The sample size of 164 people was determined by using Taro Yamane formula with
the error value of 0.05 through simple random sampling method. Data were collected by conducting interview form
and were analyzed by using descriptive statistics, T-test, multiple regression analysis, and content analysis. The
results of the research revealed that 1) The majority of farmers were male with the average age of 57.38 years old,
completed primary school education, had the average experience in pineapple production of 23.71 years, and had
the average pineapple production area at 29.36 Rai. They repetitively grew pineapple in the same area and applied
fertilizer to maintain pineapple seedlings but did not water the pineapple of 57.3%. The average production cost
and the pineapple maintenance was supply to 49,145.71 Baht/Rai. The average total income from pineapple
production was 29,485.37 Baht/Rai. 2) Farmers place greater importance on other aspects than following Good
Agricultural Practices. They focused and practices in rules about harvesting and post-harvest at the highest level.
For data recording and checking, farmers focused on it at the moderate level but practiced at the low level.
3) Farmers faced with the problem regarding water resource at the moderate level with the most problematic issue
on the lack of water resource and labor problem and there is minimal risk of water sources being contaminated.
4) Farmers have a greater demand than the level of support they are currently receiving for Good Agricultural
Practices. They received the extension in every aspect at the lowest level. They needed the extension regarding
knowledge about water resources at the highest level by using publication media and crop visits. 5) The importance
and compliance with Good Agricultural Practices, when tested with the T-test statistic, showed statistically significant
differences at a confidence level of 0.01 in 7 criteria. Additionally, the receipt and demand for Good Agricultural
Practices promotion also exhibited statistically significant differences in all aspects at a confidence level of 0.01.
Multiple regression analysis indicated that factors affecting Good Agricultural Practices compliance include pineapple
farming experience and the level of pest infestation. 6) The extension guidelines included the extension on
pineapple production according to Good Agricultural Practices by considering from the conditions of farmers and
the extension through appropriate channels such as the use of personal media and/or the use of publication media

and/or electronic media and/or crop visits.

Keywords: Pineapple production, Good agricultural practice, Extension
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